BIOGRAPHIES of the PERFORMERS
Dr. Paul Taylor, Associate Professor of Piano at Morehead State University and Artist-in-Residence at the Downing Performing Arts Academy, has performed throughout the United States, Italy and Mexico as a piano soloist.  He has also appeared with the Heidelberg Symphony Orchestra, the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra and the University of Wisconsin Symphony Orchestra.  As an accompanist and chamber musician, he has worked with members of the Rome Opera, the Joffrey Ballet, the Budapest Quartet and the Birmingham Arts Trio in addition to freelancing in several large metropolitan areas.  Dr. Taylor performs regularly at the Heidelberg Contemporary Music Festival and the Pleasant Mountains Music Festival and in 2000, he performed in Taichung, Khiousiung, and Taipei, Taiwan, where he performed the Rachmaninoff Third Concerto as well as giving master classes in each of these cities.  In 2001 he was invited to perform at the University of Wisconsin on the Distinguished Musical Alumni Series and last year his lecture/recital entitled “The Reincarnation of Schumann’s Musical Imagination” was accepted for presentation at the International Conference on Arts and Humanities in Honolulu, Hawaii.  In addition to performing, Dr. Taylor has maintained his devotion to teaching, having published several articles in American Music Teacher and Keyboard Companion, Piano Guild Notes and Keyboard Companion magazine. He has presented at both national and state level MYNA conferences.  This year will mark his tenth year as director of the Morehead State Annual Piano Festival and Monster Concert, offered each year as  a performance opportunity for both amateur and professional pianists.  In addition to solo works, works for piano ensemble are featured.  Last year the festival’s finale featured a piano arrangement for 24 players of Mozart’s “Overture To The Marriage of Figaro.”  Finally, Dr. Taylor also directed a revival for the new Daniel Boone Forest Music Camp at Morehead State University, a music camp devoted to a week of instruction and concerts for high school students.
Dr. Roma Prindle, soprano, Associate Professor of  Voice at Morehead State University and Director of OperaWorks program, has performed with the Minnesota Opera, Connecticut Opera, Goodspeed Opera, Connecticut Concert Opera, Opera Roanoke and Connecticut Opera Express and had concert tours in thirty states, Austria, Germany, Italy, England, Wales, Ireland and Taiwan.  She was a Midwest Regional Finalist in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions and created the title role in the world premiere performance of Victoria Fullam’s Mermaid with the University of Minnesota Opera.  Dr. Prindle has been stage director for the Dorian Opera and presented master classes throughout the United States, Taiwan, and Europe.  Dr. Prindle has had vocal students accepted for study at the Eastman School of Music, the Hartt School of Music and the University of Kentucky and her students are frequent winners of vocal competitions.  Upon graduation, her students have been accepted into such prestigious graduate schools as Indiana University, Florida State University, Northwestern University and Rice University and some have received contracts from Virginia Opera, Connecticut Opera and Chicago Lyric Opera.  Dr. Prindle is the current Mid-South Region Governor for the National Association of Teachers of Singing. 
Prof. Gregory H. Wing, Professor of Trumpet at Morehead State University, performs with the Horizon Brass Quintet and Faculty Jazz Sextet. In addition, Prof Wing has served as an Assistant Instructor of Trumpet at Indiana University and as Instructor of Trumpet for the Nevada School of the Arts.  Classical performances include engagements with Andrea Bocelli, Luciano Pavarotti, the Las Vegas Philharmonic Orchestra, the Nevada Wind Ensemble, the Lexington Brass Band and the Lexington Philharmonic.  He is a member of the DiMartino/Osland Jazz Musical Orchestra and has been a studio musician for Westwind Musical Productions since 1988.  Prof Wing has numerous commercial recordings including soundtracks for the 2001, 2002 and 2003 National Homebuilders Association shows featuring Lee Greenwood and recent Olympic themes.  Prof Wing is considered one the nations leading trumpet artists having served as Lead Trumpet with the Buddy Rich Big Band, Paul Anka and four years with Tom Jones.  He has played Lead Trumpet for the Caesar’s Palace, Las Vegas Hilton, Flamingo Hilton and the Stardust Hotel’s house orchestra.  Prof Wing has played for Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr., Johnny Mathis, Tony Bennett and Natalie Cole.  Prof. Wing has also had a long association with the Conn-Selmer Corp. as an Artist/Clinician for Vincent Bach Trumpets.    
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 Lesley Cissell, violinist, is a native of Louisville, KY and daughter of a church organist with whom she began piano study at six years of age.  Two years later at eight years old, she began studying the violin.  Her primary study was with Louisville Academy of Music and was second violinist with the Louisville Orchestra.  Ms. Cissell began orchestral studies at nine with the Louisville-Jefferson County Youth Orchestras.  After graduation she attended University of Kentucky on orchestra scholarship and performed six years with the UK Symphony Orchestra and the UK Opera Orchestra.  After graduating UK with a BA and MA, Ms. Cissell moved to Jerusalem where she taught English, edited a newspaper and directed a public relations firm.  Upon returning to the US, Ms. Cissell opened a music, drama and creative writing studio in London, KY. In her Academy for the Creative Arts, she teaches violin, viola, cello, string bass and piano.  Ms. Cissell teaches Kindermusik, is a second violinist with the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra and first violinist in the string trio, We Three Strings.
Ann Schertz is Professor of Music at Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical College in Cumberland, Kentucky where she has been a member of the faculty since 1986.  Ms. Schertz received her B.A. in music from Goshen College.  She is the Director of the Southeast Community Choir and Co-Director of SEKA (SouthEast Kentucky Arts).  Ms. Schertz has been instrumental in sponsoring artist residencies and arts programs centered at SKCTC.  Her most recent accomplishment was as music director for the community play, “Higher Ground”, which premiered in the fall of 2005 at SKCTC in Cumberland, KY.  A native of Illinois, Ann received an M.A. in enthnomusicology from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana.  At the top of her short list of favorite things to do is “playing music with friends.”
Clara Atkins-Pope graduated from Centre College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music.  She promptly returned to her home town, Harlan, Kentucky and opened The Studio of Piano Fine Arts which has served Harlan County with private piano, violin, guitar, harp, and flute lessons since 1980.  Clara has recently been awarded two Individual Artist’s Grants from the Kentucky Arts Council.  The results of these awards are two sets of original compositions for harp, “Soothing Melodies on Ancient Modes”, Harp Ensemble and “Jubal’s Song”, SATB Choir & Harp.  The Southeast Community College Choir under the direction of Ann Schertz participated in the recording of this work.  In 1996 Clara instituted through her studio an “Apprenticed Teachers Program” which sponsors talented, accomplished teenagers in a mentored teaching program which nurtures new young students.  This has grown to encompass a College Intern  and Associate Teacher’s program, all designed to present and offer beginning piano, violin, harp and guitar lessons to young students.  Clara’s studio founded the Pleasant Mountains Music Festival in 1991.
Lisa Abraham Trapp is an Associate Teacher of piano and violin at The Studio of Piano Fine Arts and owner and certified instructor of  Kindermusik at Sound Effects Studio.  Ms. Trapp is a graduate of Harlan High School and Lincoln Memorial University with a degree in Chemistry.  Her previous teaching positions include instructor of algebra and science in the Dumas, Arkansas Public School district and music teacher, choir and band director at Holy Trinity School.  She has performed French horn and trumpet with the Richardson (Texas) Community Orchestra and Dallas (Texas) Community Band.  Currently, Ms. Trapp is the director of the Young Musicians Choir at the Harlan Baptist Church and is a frequent guest pianist at the Harlan United Methodist Church.  She is also under contract with the Eastern Kentucky Child Care Coalition and the Harlan County Early Childhood Council to provide music classes in head start centers and preschools. 
